
Winter Newsletter 2019 
Dexter Elementary 

415 E. Grove St, Dexter, NY 13634 

(315)779-2300 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you a Happy Holiday Season.  I 

hope you are able to find time to enjoy with your family and friends.  We 

have many exciting concerts and other holiday activities planned for the next 

few weeks so please be sure to check our school website for the dates and 

times of these events. 

As winter and the cold temperatures will soon to be arriving, please make 

sure your child comes to school wearing a coat, boots, hat and mittens/

gloves.  If you are in need of any winter items, please let us know as we may 

be able to assist you.  Teachers have the option to take students outside as 

long as the wind chill is above 20 degrees, so please plan on outdoor           

activities continuing in the winter months. 

The last day of school before Christmas vacation is Friday, December 20.  

Christmas vacation will be December 23 – January 3.  Students will return to 

school on Monday, January 6.  Please have a safe and joyful holiday and I 

look forward to seeing everyone in the New Year! 

 

Dave Ramie 

Principal 



 

It’s been a FLURRY of FUN in Pre-Kindergarten over 

the past couple of months.  The blustery weather has blown 

in some WILD and 

 WONDEROUS activities full of  

movement, music, creativity, and delight. 

Students have been discovering what makes each and every person special, and 
how they themselves are a unique individual in this great big world.  As the    

holiday season has come upon us, students have enjoyed learning about snow, 
winter activities, and festive themes like gingerbread people. The magic of the 
season cannot compare though to the magic of a smile on the face of a young 

child participating in new experiences and learning new ideas! 

                                                                            
The Pre-K Team 
Mrs. Hennigan, Mrs. McIntosh,                              
Ms. Merchant, and 
Mrs. Zehr 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclip/TibR_free-snowflake-clipart-public-domain-snowflake-clip-snowflake/&psig=AOvVaw35bexx3hv3rBmMJ3yvbNh6&ust=1576287693583000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD9sLi_seYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 
Kindergarten is a fun place to be in December. Our hallways are filled with beautiful 

crafts from paper ornaments to Pete the cat Santa Clauses. If you took a walk down the 
hall you would also see Christmas light bulbs that the children have written and drawn 
ways they show kindness. Some of our kindergarteners even have a special kindness 
spreading elf who has given them challenges to spread holiday cheer as we count 

down the days until Christmas.  
 

In addition to our decor, we are also learning lots as we practice our new letter sounds 
and start blending them to make words. It all comes together so quick. We encourage 
you to help your child be prepared for school by making sure they get a good night’s 

rest, a good breakfast at home OR at school, and read with 
them every day. 

 

We hope you all have a lovely holiday season. 
The Kindergarten Team 

Mrs. Bellinger, Mrs. Cloonan, Mrs. Dillabough,             
Mrs. O’Riley-Smith 

Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Richard and Mrs. Yodice 

On December 18
th

, parents will be invited to a kindergarten Christmas concert in the 

General Brown High School Auditorium at 6 pm.  Our classroom Christmas parties will 

be held on either Thursday December 19
th

 or Friday, December 20
th

.  Before vacation, 

Buster the Bus will visit our classrooms to teach the kindergarten students about bus 

safety.   

Also, when winter officially arrives and snow is on the ground, we plan to go outside 

for recess a few days a month.  In order for your child to play outside, s/he must be 

prepared with the following items:  winter jacket, snow pants, boots, hat, and gloves/

mittens.  We will let you know in our weekly newsletters when we plan an outside      

recess.  We hope this will help the kids to run off some extra energy during those long 

winter months.     



December is such a busy month.  

  The children have been busy learning about the different 

Christmas traditions around the world. We have been flying 

to England, Germany, France, Sweden, Italy, and Mexico. 

     We will make our final stop at the High School where Mr. 

Nortz’s sociology class will be stamping our passports and 

letting us show off our knowledge.   

  We will also be hopping aboard the Polar Express on       

Friday, December 20th.  Have your child wear school          

appropriate pajamas, as hot cocoa  always tastes better 

when you are comfy and cozy!! 

The First Grade Team 

Ms. Chapman, Ms. Claflin, Mrs. Devine, Mrs. Dupee,  Ms. Keenan,  

Mrs. O’Malley, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. St. Onge, and Ms. Tyo 



We have been very busy in math and have learned regrouping in addition and    
subtraction.  It would still be very helpful to have addition and subtraction flash 
cards at home to help practice facts. (They make great stocking stuffers!)  In 

ELA we have been reviewing nouns and learning all about verbs. We have also been 
discussing setting and making connections between text to self, text to world, 

and text to text.   

 With the increased rigor of the Common Core Learning Standards and the 
NYS 3rd grade Math and ELA tests ahead of them next year, your help is crucial.  
Students need to become better at thinking about the problems and figuring out 

how to solve them.  So letting them have time to think it through is very           
important, then going over the problem together will help to reinforce or guide 

them to independence. Thank you! 

On December 6th, 11th, and 12th, we visited the  

Commandant’s House in Sackets Harbor to learn about what Christmas     
celebrations were like in the 1800s.  We had fun making a Christmas decoration, 
playing with old-fashioned toys, singing carols and decorating and eating a cookie!  

 We wish everyone  

a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season. 

 

The Second Grade Team 

Ms. Flint, Mrs. Goodrich, Mrs. Gunn, Ms. Lothrop, Mrs. Knight, 
Ms. Martin, Mrs. Pacini, and Mrs. Porter, Mr. Smith,              

Mrs. Stano and Mrs. Widrick 



Kindergarteners have worked so hard 

on their concert music since September!  

Their concert is sure to be a success!  

 

1
st

 & 2
nd

 graders have started preparing 

for their February concert, which will take 

place on Thursday, February 27
th
 at 5:30 

(1
st
) and 7pm (2

nd
).  The theme this year 

is “Under the Sea”! 

Ms. Davis 



The Physical Education Classes have wrapped up their physical      
fitness units and completed the pretest for the Mr. Peanut Physical     
Fitness Test. Students now have a good idea where they need to          
improve to have a chance to earn a physical fitness award. They should 
also be able to state a goal in which they wish to accomplish by the end 
of the year. 

 Physical Education Classes will now be moving into the direction of 
winter sports. Basketball and Volleyball units will last four weeks a 
piece. Students will learn basic skills and compete in modified games. 
Students will understand game concepts and develop a sense of fair 
play. 

 Hopefully your child is taking advantage of the winter sports        
opportunities here at General Brown. Basketball and Wrestling are both 
starting. Please ask for more information if needed.  We hope that you 
are taking every opportunity to get out and get some exercise. Please 
remember that boots and jewelry are not allowed in class. Pack your 
Childs sneakers in their backpack as weather changes.  

 

Mr. Hartle 



There are many benefits to creativity. The arts offer a bounty of intellectual 
and emotional benefits for children and adults. Here are some simple ways 

you can encourage creativity at home: 
 

1. Set aside a space for creating. This space doesn't need to be fancy, but 
your child needs to feel safe in this area and feel like they have power over it.  
 
2. Gather materials.  Again, these materials don ’t need to be fancy.      
Christmas is a great time to collect boxes of all sizes, ribbon, styrofoam, etc. 
Inspire your kids to create something that interests them. Boxes and paper 
towel rolls can be used to create fancy castles for barbies or tanks and         
destroyers for the zombie apocalypse. The possibilities are endless!  

 
3. Avoid managing free time. Give your child unstructured play time. 
Children have an amazing innate ability to be    
creative when they play freely on their own. Being 
more hands-off helps kids figure out how to              
problem-solve and create in their own unique 
ways.  

 
4. Inspire your children. Activate their senses. 
Take them to a new place. If that isn’t possible, 
talk about a new place. Pretend you are on a walk 
through the rainforest. What animals would you 
encounter? What colors would you see? What 
would it sound like? 

 

5. Take time for your own creativity. Children learn from watching their     
parents. Plus, creating is a great stress reliever!  

 

 

I wish you all a very creative Christmas! 
 

Mrs. Majo 
 



 

 

We have been very busy in the library this year.  Our kindergarten 
students have been learning about the library and the manners 

that we should use when we're in the library -- use a library voice, 
walk don't run, and, above all, be kind! 

 
First and Second graders became detectives in the library!  They 
learned how to search for the books that they want to read using 
the Dewey Decimal System.  We're still learning, but it does take 

quite awhile to become familiar with it.   
 

We're just starting to learn about penguins and our solar         
system.  Students will be using e-books and the library data bases 

for their research.  They'll be ready for the high school library 
when the time comes! 

 

Happy holidays, 
 

Mrs. Hardwick & Mrs. Foss 

  



 

 

Many parents ask, “When is my child sick enough to stay home from school?”            

 

This is not always an easy question to answer!  We hope that these tips can help! 

 

A child who is sick will not be able to perform well in school and is likely to spread the illness to other children and staff.  
We suggest making a plan for childcare ahead of time so you will not be caught without a comforting place for your child 
to stay if he/she is ill. 

 

Our school policy states that you should not send your child to school if he/she has: 

Fever in the past 24 hours 

Vomiting in the past 24 hours 

Diarrhea in the past 24 hours 

Chills 

Sore throat 

Strep Throat (must have been taking an antibiotic for at least 24 hours before returning to school) 

Bad cold, with a very runny nose or bad cough, especially if it has kept the child awake at night 

Head lice – until your child has been treated according to the nurse or doctor’s instructions 

 

If your child becomes ill at school and the teacher or school nurse feel the child is too sick to benefit from school or is  
contagious to other children, you will be called to come and take him/her home from school.  It is essential that the 
school has a phone number where you can be contacted during the day and an emergency number in the event you    

cannot be reached.  Please be sure that arrangements can be made to transport your child home from school and that 
childcare is available in case of illness.  If your daytime or emergency phone number changes during the year, please    

notify your child’s teacher immediately. 

Also…. 

If your child is sent home from the Health Office with a Fever (100 degrees F. and above), you should not send  the child 
back to school the next day. The child should be fever-free without the use of fever reducing/pain relievers (Tylenol,     
Ibuprofen, etc…) after the next day home.  

Even though you think that your child is acting fine…this school policy is meant for “Infection Control”.  This means your 
child is still considered contagious and can still spread germs! 

 

            CONTINUED… 



www.flu.gov 

 Stay informed. This website will be updated regularly as information be-
comes available. 

 Influenza is thought to spread mainly person-to-person through coughing or 
sneezing of infected people. 

 Take everyday actions to stay healthy. 

 Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the 
tissue in the trash after you use it. 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or 
sneeze. Alcohol-based hands cleaners are also effective. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way. 

Stay home if you get sick. CDC recommends that you stay home from work or 
school and limit contact with others to keep from infecting them. 

 

Physicals for 1st & all new students will be scheduled and held here in the Health Office with 
the school’s Physician after the Christmas break in 2020. Parents/Guardians will receive    
notification before the upcoming dates.  This is at no cost. Although you may choose for 
your son/daughter not to have a physical done at school, one is still required. This means 
you will have to schedule a physical with your own physician and provide the school with 
written documentation signed by your doctor. Disregard this notice if your child has already 
had his/her physical for the year. 

 

A Dental Certificate from your child’s dentist is also requested.  You may obtain a dental   
certificate from the Health Office or one may be supplied by your dentist. 

Please call the school’s Health Office if you ever have any questions or concerns. 

 

Here’s Hoping your Holidays are Healthy and Happy! 

  Linda Gracey, RN 

  Dexter Elementary School Nurse 

779-2333 

http://www.flu.gov/


Happy Holidays from 

General Brown          

Elementary PTO 
 

Thank you to all who have supported and helped 
to make our Parent Teacher Organization’s     
transition this year a positive one.  The Backpack 
Program is flourishing, our fundraising for field 
trips and other fun has been going well, too.    
Students definitely enjoyed the Book Fair and the 
Holiday Shop!  Thank you to all our volunteers 
that have been both in the spotlight and behind 
the scenes. 
         All spirit wear orders should have been 
picked up or sent home right before Christmas, 
unless we contacted you.  Save Around apparel 
should also have been received for students who 
sent in order forms and sold enough books.  
 

        Happy Holidays and see you in 
the New Year!!!!  

  
 




